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Abstract

Christian monasticism began in Egypt and Alexandria when Christians
escaped from violent persecution to the desert to preserve their religion and
faith. St. Anthony owner of increment for emergence of monasticism in
Egypt where he had been supported by Athanasius against the ruling Oreos,
and St. Anthony across the Nile and lived in an abandoned fort about twenty
years and his friends visited talking with them about the life of solitude and
worship they quickly shot to fame and people started a sympathy on his
hands and he became a spiritual father to them. Among the areas settled by
the monks was Al Qassmiya, an area beside Maria.
The Supreme Council of Antiquities made archaeological excavations in
Maria area and Al Qassmiya particularly. Which began in 1991 and
continued until 1994, During the excavation was the discovery of many
archaeological objects dating to the end of the Roman era, indicate
excavations and relics unearthed in the Al Qassmiya that the area was used
in late Roman period.

Remnants of Al Qassmiya indicate that it has been full of religious
activity after the appearance of Christianity during the late Byzantine
period.

This site is published for the first time in this research based on the
approval of the standing committee of the Egyptian antiquities held on
27/12/2012 for the purpose of study and publishing.
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